
 

 

 

 

 

 

Step into an aircraft for 

the first time. Its like no 

other experience.  

Following World War II 

the aviation industry 

needed a way to market 

their product to potential 

buyers and to encourage 

passenger travel.  In 1946, to meet this challenge, two workers 

from the Douglas Aircraft Company launched a plan that would 

promote the romance and luxury of air travel. They formed, 

PacMin, based in Fullerton California, that created large cutaway 

models that showed aircraft interiors that became the primary 

visual graphics for the travel industry.  These early displays 

provided a visual tour for potential travelers that had never 

stepped foot inside an aircraft. 

Demand for scale model airplanes resulted from these aerospace 

engineers that used hands on models to design aircraft and test 

them in wind tunnels, well before the age of computer technology. 

PacMin sells more than 15,000 airplane models per year priced 

from $130 to $1,500. It has been reported that Airbus, a European 

Aircraft manufacturer placed 1,456 orders for models from 67 

airlines and also 30,000 of its own.  For the airline industry, these 

models play a roll in starting a conversation and getting the 

attention at decision making conferences that will decide a 

multimillion dollar plane purchase based on fuel efficiency of the 

jet, its maintenance costs, cargo capacity and range of flight. 

PacMin produces models for more than 4,000 customers world 

wide. 

Boeing provides several officially licenced die cast models under the 

label, Unimax, Forces of 

Valor.  Most of these are 

not labeled as toys and 

become collectibles.  

Historic Aviation Company, is a Minneapolis, Minnesota based 

leader in aviation merchandise, offering an on-line catalog of 

thousands of aviation related items and aircraft models and 

collectables.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between 1941 and 1946, thousands of military personel and 

government workers traveled by air and became enthusiastic 

air travelers as a result.  Many of the air routes developed 

during that time were prime resources for up-start airlines 

and surplus planes were availible at low cost.  Problems were 

painfully apparent with the fast growth and shortage of 

experienced ground crews.  Surplus planes were painted over 

from the olive drab color and standard passenger seats were 

added.  The passengers were there but new aircraft 

development was slow in coming. Glenn L. Martin company 

had wing design problems with the Martin 202 and finally its 

variant 404 was rolled out in 1947 and was more successful.  

The Boeing 377 was introduced 

April 1, 1949. The 377 

Stratocruser was developed 

from the C-97 Stratofreighter 

military transport, derived from 

the B-29 Superfortress. It featured two passenger decks and a 

pressurized cabin and could carry up to 100 pasengers.   

On April 27, 1947, United Airlines Douglas DC-6 became the 

first DC-6 to be placed in overseas service flying from San 

Francisco. California, to Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii. 

On July 15, 1947 Northwest Airlines established three-times-

a-week service to Asia which was the first scheduled DC-4 

commercial flights between the U.S. and Japan. It was a 

thirty-six hour, thirty-five minute flight between Minneapolis-

St. Paul and Tokyo aboard an unpressurized airplane.  A stop 

was added to the route at Seoul, South Korea in August, 

1947. The Stratocruiser was added to the route five years 

later. 

On July 26, 1947 President of the United States, Harry S. 

Truman signed the National Security Act of 1947, creating the 

United States department of Defense with previsions to 

establish the United States Air Force. Its wording allowed for 

the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps to retain their aviation 

forces. These previsions were acted upon in September 1947. 
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Come Fly with Us!  The EAA Chapter 237 Young 
Eagles Program gives interested young people, ages 8 

– 17, and the opportunity to go flying in a general 

aviation airplane. These flights are 

offered free of charge and are made 

possible through the generosity of 

EAA member volunteers. 

Flight Schedule                          Location 
 

May 16, 2015 (9am-1pm) Key Air at Anoka County Airport-Blaine, MN 

June 21, 2015 (9am-1pm) Municipal Airport-Cambridge, MN 

August 15, 2015 (9am-1pm) A Deponti Airport-Forest Lake, MN 

September 13, 2015 (9am-1pm) KeyAir at Anoka County Airport-Blaine, MN 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Since 1992, more than 1.9 

million Young Eagles have 

enjoyed a flight from EAA’s 

network of volunteer pilots.  

For many, it was the start of 

their journey to become a 

pilot, aircraft mechanic, air 

traffic controller, or many 

other career possibilities that 

relate to airport operation 

and General Aviation. The 

Blaine Airport provides a 

complete operational airport 

with aviation businesses that 

provide excellent examples 

of career choices in General 

Aviation. Schools are also 

being made aware of the vast 

opportunities for young 

students to gain from early 

emersion in General Aviation/ 

Aerospace through specially 

planed tours of the airport.    

The experience gained in one 

flight mentored by seasoned 

pilots that work through the 

pre-flight check list with the 

Young Eagle, for the take-off, 

in-flight maneuvers, landing 

and then to receive their own 

flight log is so encouraging in 

many surprising ways.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golden Wings Museum was host to twenty eight cadets, staff and 

parents for a complete tour of the vintage aircraft collection.  Tour 

guides assisted in describing the history, design features and wing 

designs of the planes that ushered in the Golden Age of Aviation 

prior to World War II aircraft designs. 

Historian, Tom Lymburn explains 

structural design and history of each 

of the aircraft in the collection. Tom 

also is an aircraft researcher and is 

an airshow announcer with insight 

into the history of the aircraft during 

airshow performances. He is very active in working with American 

Wings Museum. Tom and Susan Lymburn work with Sawbones, 

Maximum Air Racing and attend the Reno races with that team of 

dedicated pilots and crew. 

Craig Schiller, is General Manager of 

Golden Wings Museum providing 

support for tour arrangements for 

schools, groups and special exhibit 

events hosted by Golden Wings. 

Wayne Oltmann supports the group 

as tour guide and activities during air 

shows and teaching Aerospace 

lessons in jet engine propulsion to 

school groups.  

John Schmidt has provided tour guide 

service during museum and airport 

events and has been active for several 

years working with museums and has 

a vast knowledge of WWII aviation 

history. 

                     Fort Snelling Cadet Squadron  

                 Civil Air Patrol 

Become a “Flight Leader” or “Ground Crew Chief”.  Information meeting 

will convene at the chapter hanger April 22, 2015 at 19:00. Meeting will       

include program policies, procedures and planning.  Email: 

youngeagles@eaachapter237.org 

AOPA ASI Seminar at Key Air, April 7, 2015, 7 PM- 9 PM 
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