
 

 

 

 

The big white tent located at the 
south end of the flight ready ramp 
was a busy hub of education and 
work shop activities during the 
May 30-31

st
 Discover Aviation Days 

events. One of the features that 
caught my attention was a drawing 
board with the hand written 
instruction to “Draw and Airplane 
Here.”  The drawing board was 

part of the booth occupied by Charlotte Swanson, Managing Editor of the 
Minnesota Flyer magazine.  

Charlotte brings a white board and color markers to the aviation events the 
Minnesota Flyer sponsors to give people the opportunity to draw an 
airplane. 

“What I’ve learned is, a person doesn’t have to be an artist to draw what 
they love!” said Charlotte. “Children are particularly open to the idea of 
drawing. Their minds are willing to engage. Sometimes, a shy child will tell 
me they can’t draw. I reply, “Sure you can!” Children respond so well to 
support and encouragement. Most often the doubting child will simply say, 
“Oh,” then pick up a marker and start drawing because they’ve changed 
their thinking about themselves right before my eyes. 

“It is a blessing and a joy for me to watch each personality come out as they 
draw an airplane. Other people near the Minnesota Flyer booth stop to 
watch the drawing under construction as well, so the experience is very 
pleasant to more than just the person drawing.”  

“Later, when I lay out the pages in the magazine for that event, I include 
one or more drawings. I send a copy of that magazine to the child who 
did the drawing. It is my hope when they see their art published in the 
magazine it will build another level of confidence in them.” 

Another favorite story about challenges in education to start children 

reading at an early age is about Theodor Geisel.  Theodor joined the army as 

a Captain and was commander of the Animation Department of the First 

Motion Picture Unit of the United States Army Air Forces writing film scripts 

and was awarded the Legion of Merit for his work.  Military personnel of 

that time will perhaps remember some of the training films, especially 

Private Snafu. 

In his writing of children’s books Geisel wrote in a style 

called anapestic tetrameter, which consists of four 

rhythmic units called anapests, each composed of two 

weak syllables followed by one strong syllable for the 

poetic beat.  Theodor credited his mother, Henrietta, 

with his ability and desire to create the rhymes for which he became so well 

known. Over 200 million copies of his children’s books have made their way 

into homes around the world. We know him as  

 

 

 

 

 

The Blaine Airport Promotion Group 

has budding artists from local 

schools show their capacity for art 

and writing through letters we 

receive about their experience 

visiting the airport.  We have 

received hundreds of letters 

from students who had the 

opportunity to visit and get a 

close-up view of an airport in 

action, then return to the 

classroom and compose their 

story of the experience. 

 

     

 

 

 

These drawings are more reminders of how children learn and are open to 

new horizons of early reading and comprehension skills that will ready them 

for near future STEM career fields of opportunities. 

FIFTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION 

K.R. Jeya looks on 
as 4 year old 

granddaughter 
Jovitha Mathan 
composes her 

drawing  



“Thank you so much to everyone 

involved for bringing this wonderful 

educational opportunity at Twin 

Cities Aviation, our tour of the 

Golden Wings Museum and Chris 

Kocinski's hanger.  This was truly a 

blessing and exciting badge earning 

opportunity to our girls.  We 

completed all of our requirements to 

earn the Aviation badge, except for a 

few that involve our Pioneers and 

Patriot (13-14 year old) girls hosting 

an air Olympics day for our younger 

members. 

We look forward to completing the 

last portions of our badge while 

waiting for a turn to fly in a plane at 

the up-coming Young Eagles events 

at A.Duponti airport, Forest Lake on 

Aug 15, 2017 and at Key Air, Blaine 

airport on September 13, 2015. Our 

girls are very excited to take this 

next step and at least one of our 

girls is planning to devote herself to 

working on eventually earning her pilot license. Thank you for granting us 

this opportunity and sharing your wisdom and experience with our girls and 

leaders.  It was a day they will not forget.”Brian Thorsen, Pioneer Leader  

The American Heritage Girls tour started at the visitor observation area with 
an introduction by Roger Hansen, Education Coordinator, Blaine Airport 
Promotion Group. Twin Cities Aviation opened their classroom for a 
presentation by Paul Perovich, General Manager, TCA. Paul provided 
information about careers in aviation, forces of flight and directed the group 
through their merit badge requirements.  Golden Wings Museum provided a 
tour of the vintage aircraft display that provided a general aviation 
overview.  Chris Kocinski and Deb Thomson held a pre-flight program for the 
group at Chris’s hanger and around the Cessna 150. 

 

On July 8, 2015, Nineteen students from Karner Blue Education Center with 

Coordinator Casey Doyle toured the Golden Wings Museum. A general 

Aviation tour and history of Aviation was the theme of the tour conducted 

by Harvey Karth, Blaine Airport Promotion Group.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EAA B-17 Flying Fortress Aluminum Overcast returned to the 
Anoka County-Blaine airport on July 28, 2015 for flight operations 
and ground tours.  The EAA Chapter 237 June 16-18, 2015 tour stop 
at Key Air, Blaine Airport was such a success, with interest so great, 
that the EAA B-17 made a special stop at Key Air to allow individuals 
the opportunity to fly in the most iconic aircraft of WWII.  

On July 28, 2015 the crew and passengers on this iconic EAA Boeing 
B-17 aircraft made history with its schedule of flights made exactly 
80 years to the day of the first B-17 flight on July 28, 1935.  

The prototype was designed by a team of engineers led by E. Gifford 
and Edward Curtis Wells, and was built at Boeing’s own expense.  
Boeing’s chief test-pilot Leslie Tower was at the controls.  Richard 
Williams, a reporter for the Seattle Times, coined the name “Flying 
Fortress” when he saw the prototype rolled out bristling with its 
machine gun installations. Between 1936 and 1945, 12,731 were 
built. 

As of May 2015, 10 aircraft remain airworthy and a number remain 
in storage and on static display.  The oldest surviving veteran is a D-
series that saw service in the Pacific and Caribbean. 

  
 

   

 

American Heritage Girls gathered 
from across the metro to complete 

their Aviation Merit Badge 

Paul Pervich provided introductions 

for aviation and merit badge 

requirements 

Pre-flight tour at Chris 
Kocinski’s hanger 

Northeast Metro Intermediate School 

District  916   Special Education 

EAA's beautifully restored B-17G Flying Fortress 

Aluminum Overcast. 

A rare look inside the tail 
gunner compartment

 

Aluminum Overcast                 
A wait for the storm to pass 

Crew active in Pre-flight check Photo by Kirk Fjetland 

A celebration of general aviation, grassroots gathering featuring something for everyone with exhibitors, 

aircraft displays, seminars and activities to interest and delight your entire family! 

 


