
 

 

 

 

The city of North Pole Alaska is near Eielson 

Air Force Base southeast of Fairbanks. Eielson 

AFB established in 1943 is named in honor of 

polar pilot Carl Ben Eielson and is the base of 

the  354th Fighter Wing, 11th Air Force.  

Carl Eielson was born in Hatton, North 

Dakota and found his chance to become an aviator during 

World War I. He alternated between college, flying airmail 

and barnstorming after the war and then went to Alaska 

to teach general science, English and physical education. 

Eielson soon learned the feasibility of air travel in Alaska.  In 1924 

Eielson was awarded a postal contract agreeing to set up a 300 mile 

route between Fairbanks and McGrath, Alaska.  In 1928 Eielson and 

explorer Hubert Wilkins flew from Point Barrow to establish 

whether any islands existed between Alaska and the North Pole and 

after two other attempts the two men covered the 2,200 mile route 

over the polar ice cap from the North Slope of Alaska, to 

Spitzbergen, (Svalbard) northern Norway. This was the first flight 

from North America over the North Pole to Europe. For his efforts 

Eielson was decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross and won 

the 1928 Harmon Trophy presented to him by President Herbert 

Hoover, for the greatest American aviation feat of the year. Eielson 

and Wilkins also were the first men to make air explorations of the 

Antarctic, charting several islands which were previously unknown.   

Eielson crashed with his Alaskan Airways Inc., Hamilton NC 10002 on 

Chukchi tundra on November 9, 1929, in bad weather conditions 

during the rescue of crew, passengers and supplies of cargo vessel, 

the Nanuk, trapped in ice at North Cape, (Mys Schmita) Siberia.  Carl 

Ben Eielson has been memorialized by the naming of a mountain 

peak near Mount McKinley (Denali) and visitor center, U.S. Air Force 

Base near Fairbanks, and schools at Grand Forks AFB and at Fargo 

North Dakota, and inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame.  

The Hatton-Eielson museum is at Hatton, North Dakota. 

Climate at North Pole Alaska is greatly affected by the amount of 

sunlight. Greater seasonal temperature swings occur than areas 

along the coastal region Influenced by being protected from the 

ocean by mountain ranges and landlocked in the interior of Alaska. 

December record highs can reach 47   while record lows can fall to 

-62 .  The shortest day of the year is just under 4 hours of daylight 

on December 21st, and  longest  day of   the year  is almost 22 hours 

 

 

 

 

of daylight on June 21st.  Alaska is known as “Land of the Midnight 

Sun” because the sun shines 24 hours per day in parts of Northern 

Alaska when there is no night sky for many weeks of the year.  

Frozen precipitation is a major concern for pilots.  Sudden weather 

shifts are prevalent due to the meteorological nature of high 

mountains, deep gorges, and glaciers that contribute to rapid 

development of heavy snow showers or fog conditions that warrant 

good flight planning in Alaska. There are about 600 public use 

airports in Alaska and about 3,000 airstrips. The State of Alaska 

owns and operates more than 256 public airports.  Approximately 

90% of Alaska has no road infrastructure so aviation is the state’s 

major form of transportation. Familiarity and experience are keys to 

flying in remote Alaska, where radio contact with air traffic 

controllers is scarce. 

 

The Northern Lights are 

created when electrically 

charged particles from the 

suns radiation come in 

contact with gaseous 

particles in the Earth’s 

atmosphere. The lights are 

seen above the magnetic 

poles of the northern and 

southern hemispheres. They are known as Aurora borealis in the 

north and Aurora australis in the south. North Pole Alaska is in an 

excellent location for photography of the Aurora Borealis but first 

consider the temperature and how your camera will be affected. 

Camera batteries lose power quickly in the cold.  Long photo 

exposures drain the battery. At -40  batteries will last about 20 

minutes.  Use a Ziploc bag to store the camera to keep condensation 

from forming inside the camera.  In extreme cold, provide a warm 

area to prevent long exposure of the camera during travel time. A 

good starting point is a tripod. Test for appropriate aperture settings 

prior to heading out in the cold temperatures. Begin with 800 

ASA/ISO at 15 to 30 seconds with a lens aperture at f3.5. The 

brighter the lights, the less exposure time is needed.  If snow is 

reflecting the color of the northern lights, exposures need to be 

around 5 seconds.  Adjust the exposure time rather than the 

aperture.  If the preview shows up too dark, add more exposure. If a 

shoot appears to be too dark, save it.  You may be pleasantly 

surprised at the outcome.   
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Blaine Airport Promotion Group was founded 

in May, 2010 by Harvey Karth with his vision 

of developing a public relations team that 

would address the issues facing changing 

public awareness of the importance of general 

aviation to our community. The group is made 

up of airport business professionals, educators 

and volunteers with interest in aviation.  

The group of organizers looked at the scope of 

education related to directives for devel-

opment of STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) in the school 

system to address the need to prepare young 

students for the work force of the future. 

Major Shelly Kauffman of the Civil Air Patrol 

introduced the team to the CAP, ACES that is 

an Aerospace k-12 curriculum that has been 

integrated into the value added STEM 

Aerospace curriculum. 

By 2014 over 3500 student visits were 

supported by the group at several 

businesses for k-12 students to experience 

hands on exposure to airport activities 

and instruction on a variety of subjects 

taught by historians, educators and busi-

ness owners.  

Airports create jobs for local residents 

through the general aviation industry 

network or businesses that support the 

activities of air transportation and 

emergency centers as well as generate 

important tax revenues for the city, 

county  and state. 

The objectives of STEM initiatives is to 

foster an early development in Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math-

ematics even at the elementary school 

level to prepare a future work force 

capable of meeting the requirements of 

new skills in job technologies of the 

future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anoka-Hennepin Discover U  

BLAINE AIRPORT PROMOTION GROUP 
Now a 501c(3) organization defining 

www.ANEairport.org 

Young people’s future in aviation. 
Learn more, experience more. 

View the webpage for more information 


