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Though receiving its non-profit status 
was a huge milestone for the Blaine Air-
port Promotions Group (BAPG), the or-
ganization, based at Anoka County Blaine 
Airport simply checked the accomplish-
ment off their To Do list and kept on going.

Comprised of businesses on and off the 
airport grounds, the group’s purpose is to 
raise awareness of the economic impact 
of the airport on the surrounding region, 
promote greater participation of public ac-
tivity at the airport, promote aviation edu-
cation to enhance a future work force, and 
to raise awareness of career opportunities 
in aviation.

These lofty goals had a very humble be-
ginning. Harvey Karth the driving force at 
the inception of the group, and Roger Han-
sen, current BAPG president, and a crew 
of loyal volunteers put in four years work 
before attaining the nonprofit status. 

At the onset, any event undertaken by 
the group was paid for by the group, not 
only in terms of volunteer time, but often 
with personal funding.

“We are volunteers,” said Hansen. 
“Volunteering costs you something. If you 
aren’t having fun volunteering, you ar-
en’t going to do it because it will cost you 
something. It will cost you time and mon-
ey out of your pocket. Harvey and I have 
always said we worked out of the holes in 
our pockets. Whatever fell out, we used.”

In working on the group’s goals, re-
search was undertaken to find out the eco-
nomic impact the airport provides to the 
community.

“At that point, we found out 32 million 
dollars a year was going into the economy 
of Blaine and the nearby area,” said Har-
vey Karth. “Also, businesses on this air-
port provide approximately 350 jobs for 
people in the community.”

It’s been nearly five years since the first 
gathering of information and people. Much 
has been accomplished in that time. In ad-
dressing promotion of aviation education 
to enhance a future work force, relation-
ships were formed between BAPG and 
Civil Air Patrol, Captain Shelly Kauffman; 
Anoka/Hennepin School District’s Magnet 
School Coordinator, and Specialty Schools 
Coordinator, Lynn Jaeck; Curriculum In-
tegration Coordinator of CEMS, Jennifer 
Birkmeier; and Curriculum Integration 
Coordinator of the University Avenue El-
ementary School Aerospace, Kate Watson 
to bring K-12 students to the airport for 
hands-on learning experiences. Currently 

our program has coordinated airport vis-
its with several schools including St. Paul 
Public School, PreK-8 Farnsworth Aero-
space.

For the past four years, hands-on learn-
ing experiences have been offered to the 
schools through the government mandated 
science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) program.

“We give students a complete tour of 
the airport, introducing them to what an 
airport is, and to the number of careers that 
are available,” said Hansen. “In approxi-
mately four years we’ve had over 3,500 
individual students come to our programs 
through the schools STEM initiative.”

Karth and Hansen gratefully commend 
participating businesses on the airport 
grounds for going the extra mile in extend-
ing their workspace to students.  

“Key Air was one of the first businesses 
to open their doors to some of our larger 
classes of young students,” said Hansen. 
“They provide an airport terminal setting 
just like you see at any large airport, a re-
markable challenge during busy daytime 
activities.

“Bolduc Aviation allows students to see 
specialized services in regard to mechan-
ics; RC Avionics shares their amazing elec-

Blaine Airport Promotions Group growing up
BAPG attains nonprofit status, continues promoting Anoka County Blaine Airport 

BAPG joins with a multitude of other volunteer groups working together to assist with Discover Aviation 
Days,  Anoka County Blaine Airport’s annual main event.                                           

Standing Roger Hansen, BAPG, President, Education Coordinator, John Krack, Anoka County Aviation As-
sociation-Secretary, Reliever Airport Advisory Council-Chair, Don Rosacker, Anoka County Aviation Associa-
tion-Representative, Jennifer Birkmeier, Blaine High School-Curriculum Integration Coordinator, Harvey Karth, 
BAPG Founder & Treasurer. Seated: Arlo Enerson, BAPG Advisor, Craig Schiller, BAPG Secretary, James Meck-
lenburg, Project Lead The Way-Program Director-Minnesota Center For Engineering & Manufacturing Excel-
lence, Kate Watson, University Avenue Elementary-Curriculum Integration Coordinator. 
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